The Function Recipe.
New vocab word: docstring

A docstring is a string specified in the source code that is used, like a comment, to document a specific segment of code. Unlike conventional source code comments, docstrings allow the programmer to inspect these comments at run time, for instance as an interactive help system.

If you want to put a one-line comment in your Python program, you can use a hash symbol  # at the beginning of the line.

When defining a function, use a docstring to provide information on the function for the Python help function.

Use a triple quote string  ‘’’   which means that your comment can continue over more than one line.

So, if you were writing the program for Assignment 6 Part 2, it might start


You could also add comments during the program:

You do not need to add a comment for each line of code, just a brief explanation of what each section does.

Sometimes you might write functions that calculate a figure that will be used later in the program. Below is a function that calculates the area of a triangle. Notice the description in the docstring. The first line of the docstring will pop up as a tooltip when you start to call that function in a program. When you write a function to do a calculation, the last line of the function should be a return statement with the answer.

Always include a docstring with this information when you write a function, both to provide information when called, and to hook into Python’s help system.

DO NOT USE THE RETURN STATEMENT IF YOU ARE NOT SENDING A NUMBER BACK TO THE MAIN PROGRAM!

from finch import Finch


from time import sleep


xFinch = Finch()





‘’’This program allows the user to set the speed and time for the Finch’s movements each time the program is run.’’’








favColor = input(“what is your favorite color?”) #Variable favColor stores the user’s color input








def  area(base, height):


        ‘’’  (number, number)  (  number


        Return the area of a triangle when given base and height lengths ‘’’


        return base*height / 2








